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Scan our QR Code for a  
direct link to our online edition!

Got Breaking
Local News?
Call 530.823.2463

PLUS: 
         Election Results

Page 5

AUBURN — November is 
National Hospice and Palliative 
Care Month, a time to reach out to 
our community to raise awareness 
about the compassionate care that 
hospice and palliative care. 

One of the most important mes-
sages to help people understand is 
that hospice care and palliative care 
helps patients and families focus on 
living.

The Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice 
team provides expert medical care 
to keep patients comfortable and 
able to enjoy time with loved ones. 

The hospice team answers ques-
tions, offers advice on what to 
expect, and helps families with 
the duties of being a caregiver. 
The team also provides emotional 
and spiritual support for the entire 
family. 

Shopping at the Sutter Auburn 
Faith Hospice Thrift store supports 
the Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice 
services.  The thrift store maxi-
mizes the use and value of donated 
merchandise. Sales generate funds 
to help Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice 
assist families with end of life care. 

The thrift store will kick off the 
upcoming holiday season on Nov. 
10 with storewide sales of 50 per-
cent off toys, books, puzzles, 
games, DVDs, VHS, CDs and fur-
niture, until gone.  The thrift store 
is located on 13342 Lincoln Way, 
Auburn, hours are Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

If you or a loved one is facing a 
serious or life-limiting illness, the 
time to find out more about hospice 
and palliative care is right now. If 
you’d like to support hospice ser-
vices in our community, the time to 

shop at Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice 
Thrift Store is now, too. 

“We work hard all year round 
to make sure the thrift store sup-
ports hospice services,” said Marin 
Boggs, merchandise assistant. “We 
are hoping the holiday sales will 
provide extra support for this won-
derful service as we near year’s 
end. “

For more information on Sutter 
Auburn Faith Hospice, visit www.
sutterauburnfaith.org/services/hos-
pice.html or call (530) 886-6650.

SACRAMENTO REGION 
- Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) announced 
today that its Employee Resource 
Groups (ERGs) are now accept-
ing applications from aspiring 
and continuing college students 
for financial assistance through 
the ERGs’ scholarship funds. 

At least 100 students will 
receive $1,000 to $5,000 each for 
exemplary scholastic achieve-
ment and community leadership. 
All college-bound students living 

within PG&E’s Northern and 
Central California service area 
are eligible to apply. 

In 2012, the utility’s ERGs 
awarded $302,000 in schol-
arships to help 163 students 
with their college expenses. 
“Recognizing and supporting 
young people who are dedicated 
students and contributing to 
their communities is a privilege 
for PG&E,” said Bill Harper, 
PG&E’s vice president of talent 
management and chief diversity 

officer. “We are delighted that 
our ERG scholarships have given 
young people in our communi-
ties a chance to receive support 
to help them afford a college 
education.” 

To apply for a scholarship, 
students need to submit a basic 
and supplemental application. 
Complete scholarship informa-
tion, including award criteria 
and applications, is posted on 
the PG&E scholarship web-
site at www.pge.com/about/

community/scholarships/.
Completed applications must 

be uploaded, postmarked or 
e-mailed to PG&E by February 
1, 2013. PG&E’s ERGs have 
awarded scholarships to deserv-
ing students for more than 20 
years. The funds are collected 
from PG&E employee contribu-
tions, ERG fundraising events, 
and from PG&E’s corporate 
charitable giving program.

For more information, visit 
www.pge.com
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The Pitfall of 529 
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The Reading Fire and the 
Death of Common Sense

Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice Thrift Store Offers Holiday Sales

PG&E Accepting Applications for College Scholarships

Commentary by  
Dr. Paul Kengor

As a biographer of Ronald 
Reagan, I’m constantly asked to 
compare today’s fiscal/economic 
situation to what Reagan faced in 
the 1980s. Today’s record debt 
and deficits remind of the 1980s, 
though today’s are far worse, 
with the deficit at least six times 
as high—and debt-to-GDP and 
deficit-to-GDP ratios two and 
three times (respectively) higher. 
The current economy is the worst 
since the early 1980s, with a pro-
longed non-recovering “recovery” 
older still. By 1984, the Reagan 
recovery was not just in bloom 
but exploding, with dramati-
cally improved unemployment 
and economic growth six times 
higher than the current anemic 
rate, awarding Reagan millions 
of Democratic votes as he swept 

49 of 50 states in his re-election.
But one comparison I haven’t 

been asked about are today’s 
homeless levels vs. those under 
Reagan. That’s a notable omis-
sion. One who has noticed is Dr. 
Tracy Miller, an economist and 
colleague of mine. Miller recently 
visited Chicago, where he went to 
graduate school in the 1980s, and 
was struck by what he saw. “I 
couldn’t help but notice the large 
number of homeless people in 
the downtown area,” says Miller, 
“including one homeless man 
pushing a child in a stroller.”

Miller observes: “Homelessness 
was frequently discussed during 
the 1980s, but seems to receive 
less media attention now. And 
yet, the number of homeless 
today is approximately twice as 
large as it was in the 1980s.”

Miller is correct. According 
to data from the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), there is at least twice the 
number of homeless today than at 
a comparable point in Reagan’s 
first term. HUD estimated that 
there were 250,000-350,000 
homeless on a typical night at 
the end of 1983. As Dr. Miller 
notes, this compares with an esti-
mated 636,000 homeless at the 
end of 2011, the figures heading 
into the fourth year of Obama’s 
presidency.

And yet ,  when Ronald 
Reagan faced re-election, liberal 
Democrats made homelessness 
a huge political issue, portray-
ing the homeless as stacked 
like cord wood on every street 
corner. They made wildly unsub-
stantiated claims. One source 
maintained there were 250,000 
homeless in Chicago alone—an 
impossible number that the media 
nonetheless happily reported. 

Homeless advocates like the late 
Mitch Snyder described dire sce-
narios in the nation’s capital.

Those of us who lived through 
this spectacle recall that you 
couldn’t turn on the nightly 
news without grim “homeless 
updates.” It seemed a regular 
nightly report by Dan Rather 
on CBS Evening News. It 
was framed as a national pan-
demic, laid at the cold, uncaring 
feet of Reaganomics. It was 
used against President Reagan 
with great vigor and vicious-
ness in his re-election bid.

And yet, the numbers today, 
during President Obama’s re-
election bid, are worse. A report 
by the National Alliance to End 
Homelessness lists 636,017 
homeless in 2011 - which is actu-
ally down slightly from 2009, 
when the numbers were 643,067.

Continued on page 2

The Homeless Then and Now

Homelessness is a growing social problem in Sacramento and Placer Counties.  The number of homeless is approximately twice as large nationally as 
during the 1980s. Media coverage and answers have been difficult to come by.

SACRAMENTO – George 
Runner ,  BOE,   recent ly 
announced that California 
motorists paid a record $8.3 bil-
lion in state and local fuel taxes 
during the 2011-12 fiscal year. 
“Our latest numbers show that 
high gas prices resulted in a 
record windfall for government 
at the expense of California con-
sumers,” said Runner. “It’s bad 
enough that California’s gas 
tax is among the highest in the 
nation. It’s even worse that gas 
tax goes up whenever gas prices 
rise.”

From July 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012, the California 
State Board of Equalization 
collected $6.9 billion in motor 
vehicle fuel taxes, up from $6.7 
billion the prior year. Excise 
tax revenues accounted for $5.2 
billion, while sales tax reve-
nues accounted for $1.7 billion. 
Over the same time period, the 
state collected $1.4 billion in 
diesel fuel taxes, up from $1.2 
billion the prior year. Excise tax 
revenues accounted for $343 
million, while sales tax revenues 
accounted for $1.1 billion.

“What’s particularly con-
cerning about these numbers 
is that they would have been 
even higher had the Governor 
been successful in extending the 
higher sales tax,” noted Runner. 
Had the 1% temporary sales 
tax not expired on July 1, 2011, 
Californians would have paid an 
additional $96 million in diesel 
tax last fiscal year. Furthermore, 
California’s 2010 fuel tax swap 
law would have required a larger 
motor vehicle fuel excise tax rate 
increase, costing Californians 
more than half a billion dollars 
extra in the 2012-13 fiscal year.

According to the American 
Petroleum Institute, California’s 
gasoline taxes and fees, averag-
ing 68.9 cents per gallon, and 
California’s diesel taxes and 
fees, averaging 77.1 cents per 
gallon, both rank second highest 
in the nation. Among these taxes 
and fees are a federal excise tax 
of 18.4 cents per gallon, a state 
excise tax of 36.0 cents per gal-
lon (up from 35.7 cents effective 
July 1) and a sales tax averag-
ing 3.12% when local taxes are 
included.

Notably, the sales tax is cal-
culated on the total price of the 
fuel sale including excise taxes, 
resulting in double taxation—
California consumers pay a tax 
on a tax. For diesel, the federal 
excise tax is 24.4 cents per gal-
lon, the state excise tax is 10 
cents per gallon (down from 
13 cents effective July 1) and 
the sales tax is 9.42% (up from 
9.12%) plus applicable local 
taxes.

For more information, visit 
www.boe.ca.gov/Runner.

California 
Gas Tax  
Revenues  
Set New  
Record
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AUBURN – The annual 
Mountain Mandarin Festival 
celebrates the new crop of deli-
cious, Foothills grown Mandarin 
oranges, a Mandarin Recipe 
cooking contest, professional 
chef demonstrations, food, 
crafts. It is also full of activities 
featuring the Mandarin orange, 
free children’s area, a Peel & Eat 
contest, live music and entertain-
ment. Placer County growers 
will sell thousands of pounds of 
fresh Mandarin oranges and gift 
baskets accompanied by all the 
free samples you like. Proceeds 
benefit the scholarship fund of 
the Newcastle Area Business 
Association and the Newcastle 
Volunteer Fire Department.

The Festival is held under 
the autumn-leaved trees of the 
Gold Country Fairgrounds and 
their golds, rusts and burgundies 
are punctuated with the bright 
orange globes of Mandarins 
everywhere you turn. The tangy 
scent of citrus is in the air as 
visitors discover chocolate-cov-
ered fresh Mandarins, Mandarin 
gelato, pizza, or pulled pork, and 
English Scones with Mandarin 

Curd. Visitors can take home 
Mandarin BBQ sauces, syrups, 
olive oils, dressings and doz-
ens of other Mandarin inspired 
concoctions. More than 200 ven-
dors of quality gift items also 
sell Mandarin scented lotions, 
soaps, and candles, along with 
artist-crafted jewelry, home 
accessories, and holiday items. 

Learn more at  
www.MandarinFestival.com.
Mountain Mandarin Festival

November 16-18, 2012
Gold Country Fairgrounds,  
1273 High St., Auburn.
Hours: Friday: 11:00 am – 5:00 pm;
Saturday: 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; 
Sunday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm,
Admission: $7; Seniors $5; Age 
12 & Under Free (Friday only – 
$3 admission or bring 2 cans of 
food for free admission)
Parking $5, some street parking 
available.
Information: (916) 663-1918 or 
www.mandarinfestival.com.

Mountain Mandarin Festival is Here

in addition to having a great time, Friends of the Festival are asked to work a shift at 
the Festival. Photo courtesy of Mountain Mandarin Festival.

A P P L E G AT E  –  T h e 
Consortium facilitated the lat-
est neighborhood meeting in 
the Applegate community north 
of Auburn, Placer County, dur-
ing the evening of October 
30. Twenty-seven community 
members attended to hear presen-
tations from eight professionals 
representing five Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs). The presen-
tations were individually and 
collectively very professional 
with each ISP “delivering the 
goods” - giving a comprehensive 
description of their technology, 
services, data rates, costs and 
installation information. The 
community members scooped 
up the ISPs’ handouts, took notes 
and asked lots of questions to get 
the information they needed to 
make informed decisions about 
which ISP’s service they wanted 
to go with. The ISPs are now in 

the follow-up mode, contacting 
the community members about 
extending service to each loca-
tion. Everyone who attended 
liked the free-market approach 
to organizing the local demand 
and challenging the ISPs to serve 
that demand.

  We’re now working on 
the next potential meetings 
for neighborhoods in each of 
the Consortium’s counties. If 
you’d like to help get a meet-
ing in your community sooner 
rather than later, please con-
tact either Russ (russ@sedcorp.
biz) or me (brent@sedcorp.biz). 
It doesn’t require an extraordi-
nary effort, just giving us some 
help in contacting your neigh-
bors and finding a place to meet. 
We’d like to see at least twenty 
potential connections to make it 
worthwhile for the ISPs. 

Please save the date: Thursday, 

January 31, 2013, for the 
Consortium’s next quarterly 
meeting. It’ll be here in Auburn 
again, and the topic will be “Is 
mobile broadband the solution?” 
In addition to the CPUC’s take 
on the question (they’ll give the 
results of their statewide on-
the-ground coverage surveys), 
we hope to have representatives 
from AT&T, Verizon and Sprint 
to give theirs. It could be quite 
interesting and lively. 

Hope to see you there! Brent
For more broadband infor-

mation, visit our blog: http://
goldcountryconsortium.word-
press.com/

SEDCorp is a non-profit pro-
viding expansion of broadband 
in Placer, Nevada, El Dorado, 
Sierra and eastern Alpine coun-
ties.www.sedcorp.biz or (530) 
823-4703.

Another Successful Neighborhood Meeting
By Paula Mosqueda

AUBURN - For 26 years, 
the city of Auburn has enjoyed 
the culinary talents of its area 
cooks at the Celebrity Chefs 
Cooking for Community Service 
event.  On Thursday, March 7, 
2013, at the Placer Building 
of the Auburn Gold Country 
Fairgrounds, local cooks will 
once again tempt visitors with 
the enticing aromas and savory 
flavors of their favorite edible 
creations.

Each year, the Auburn 49er 
Lions, hosts of the event, part-
ner with another non-profit 

organization to raise funds 
which will be of benefit to our 
community.  The 49er Lions are 
currently in search of such an 
organization.  If you are a mem-
ber of a group that would like 
to be considered, please con-
tact Andy Gonzales at Auburn 
49er Lions Club, p.o. box 5703, 
Auburn, Calif., 95604 and pro-
vide information about your 
group by Nov. 27, 2012.

Past recipients include the 
Forgotten Soldier Program, 
Sutter Auburn Faith Hospice, 
the Interfaith Food Closet, 4-H, 
the American Cancer Society, 
and the Auburn Symphony.

Auburn 49er Lion Andy 
Gonzales is heading up this 
year’s event.  He expects the 
evening to be delicious fun, as 
always.

If you would like to demon-
strate your cooking talents and 
join other celebrity chefs on that 
evening, or if you have ques-
tions about this event, call Paula 
at 530-863-7503.

The 49er Lions have served 
the Auburn community for over 
40 years.  If you would like to 
learn more about the activities 
of the Auburn 49er Lions Club, 
contact them at auburn49er-
lions@gmail.com. 

Celebrity Chef Deadline Nears

Continued from page 1
The report, titled “State of 

Homelessness in America 2012,” 
suggests the small decrease of 
7,000 might be attributable to 
the decrease in homeless military 
veterans: “The largest decrease 
was among homeless veterans, 
whose population declined 11 
percent. The number of home-
less veterans went from 75,609 
in 2009 to 67,495 in 2011—a 
reduction of about 8,000.”

Unfortunately, the reports also 
states that “While the homeless 
population decreased nationally, 
it increased in 24 states and the 
District of Columbia.”

The year 2011 is the most 
recent year for which data is pro-
vided. I suspect that the numbers 
are worse for 2012, given the 
chronic long-term unemploy-
ment and the record 47 million 
Americans on food stamps.

Either way, 636,000 home-
less is an eye-opening statistic, 
as is the sight of the homeless. I 
recently visited California. I was 
stunned by all the homeless I 

encountered in beautiful, wealthy 
towns like Santa Barbara. It’s 
impossible to walk down the 
street and not get asked for 
money. Not coincidentally, per-
haps, it was just reported that 
Erin Moran, star of the 1970s 
hit TV show, “Happy Days,” is 
homeless.

All of this begs a question: 
Why isn’t this being talked 
about? In the 1980s, when 
Ronald Reagan was president, all 
you heard about were the home-
less. The media went bonkers 
over the issue. Until the moment 
he left office, the press hounded 
Reagan about the homeless and 
his alleged responsibility for 
their plight.

In fact, still today, liberals 
use the homeless to discredit 
the Reagan record. Liberal web-
sites run headlines like “How 
Reagan Created the Homeless” 
and “Reagan and the Homeless 
Epidemic in America.”

Why isn’t the media talk-
ing about the homeless under 
President Obama? Why aren’t 

liberals? Do they suddenly no 
longer care about the homeless? 
Or are the homeless merely a 
convenient political tool, to be 
ignored or exploited depend-
ing on whose party is up for 
re-election? 

Dr. Paul Kengor is professor 
of political science at Grove City 
College, executive director of 
The Center for Vision & Values, 
and author of the book, “The 
Communist: Frank Marshall 
Davis, The Untold Story of 
Barack Obama’s Mentor.” 
His other books include “The 
Crusader: Ronald Reagan 
and the Fall of Communism” 
and “Dupes: How America’s 
Adversaries Have Manipulated 
Progressives for a Century.” 

© 2012 by The Center for 
Vision & Values at Grove City 
College. The views & opinions 
expressed herein may, but do not 
necessarily, reflect the views of 
Grove City College. See www.
VisionAndValues.org. 

The Homeless Then and Now

Winter Used Book Sale
MEADOW VISTA - The 

Friends of the Meadow Vista 
Library is having its Winter 
Used Book Sale on Tuesday, 
December 4, 12 Noon to 4:00 
PM and Wednesday, December 
5, 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM at the 

Meadow Vista Library, 16981 
Placer Hills Road, Meadow 
Vista.  Great used books and 
media are for sale:  hardback 
books $1.00; paperbacks $0.25; 
books on CD and DVD’s $1.00, 
music CD’s $0.50, videos and 

books on cassette $0.50.  
On Wednesday, a shopping 

bag full of paperbacks is on sale 
for $1.00.  All proceeds benefit 
the Meadow Vista Library.  For 
more information call Virginia 
Parker (530) 878-7804.



First Issue of November 2012 Placer Sentinel • 3 

Visit us online at www.PlacerSentinel.com

PCWA Weighs Wild & Scenic Bid

Placer High School Drama Presents “Stage Door” 

AUBURN – What would the 
impacts of a state Wild & Scenic 
River designation on the North 
Fork of the American River 
be on Placer County’s water 
supplies?

This is a question being con-
sidered by Directors of the 
Placer County Water Agency 
who heard a presentation on the 
concept at Thursday’s (Nov. 1) 
board meeting.

PCWA Director of Strategic 
Affairs Einar Maisch said the 
Auburn Chamber of Commerce 
is considering a resolution 
requesting the Legislature desig-
nate a 16-mile section of the river 
and adjoining lands stretching 
upstream from Lake Clementine 
to the Colfax-Iowa Hill Bridge as 
wild and scenic.   State and fed-
eral wild and scenic designations 
already cover the river from that 
point up to its headwaters.

Maisch described the pro-
posal as an effort to protect 
recreational activities on fed-
eral land within the Auburn 
State Recreation area from being 
eliminated by the construction 
of a proposed Auburn Dam.  He 
said past efforts to build the dam 
were unsuccessful due to high 
costs and environmental impacts, 
and in addition the State has 

rescinded the water rights. 
Maisch also pointed out that 

Sugar Pine Dam is on a stream 
tributary to the river in the sec-
tion proposed for wild and scenic 
designation and that future efforts 
to develop the water supply for 
Foresthill could be affected. 

“This proposed designation of 
wild and scenic is something that 
is unnecessary and will only add 
additional regulatory burdens to 
local land owners and water pur-
veyors,” Maisch said.

Gary Estes, a spokesman for 
Protect American River Canyons 
(PARC), said his organization 
supports the designation, which 
he characterized as having min-
imum effects on landowners and 
property rights.  He said local 
water supplies would not be 
affected.

PCWA legal adviser Janet 
Goldsmith said the Wild & 
Scenic River designation brings 
a very stringent layer of reg-
ulation.  “In light of future 
uncertainties about climate 
change, growth, and downstream 
responsibilities, is it wise to tie 
up the river?” she asked.  “There 
are a lot of policy and philosoph-
ical issues involved.”

No action was taken on the 
matter.

In other business, PCWA 
directors:

• Authorized emergency 
repairs at French Meadows 
Reservoir where a 5-ton block 
of granite has become dislodged 
from a steep hillside that tow-
ers above the penstock and valve 
house.  A stabilization project is 
expected to begin immediately. 

• heard a briefing from 
Director of Field Services Mike 
Nichol on a project to move sev-
eral large concrete blocks in the 
American River that are part of a 
structure that separates a white-
water section of the river and a 
diversion to PCWA’s American 
River Pump Station.  In a project 
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 2, the 
blocks, which have shifted over 
time, will be moved back into 
place via helicopter.  

The next regular meeting of the 
PCWA Board of Directors will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 15, at the PCWA Business 
Center, 144 Ferguson Road, in 
Auburn.  PCWA board meetings 
are open to the public.

Information on PCWA board 
meetings may be obtained 
through the Clerk to the Board 
at (530) 823-4850 or (800) 464-
0030.  PCWA information is also 
posted at www.pcwa.net.

Performances are Thursday 
the 15th, Friday the 16th, & 
Saturday the 17th of November

Doors open 30 minutes before 
show time. 

All evening performances start 
at 7pm with the Saturday mati-
nee Starting at 2pm.  

All performances will be at the 
Placer High School theater.

LIKE our Facebook page for 
more information about this and 
upcoming events! www.face-
book.com/placerdrama

Around Town
with Loyce Smallwood

In celebration of those stalwart 
entrepreneurs who have man-
aged to stay the course, shining 
Sentinel Stars for perseverance, 
grit, determination and discipline 
to Union 76 at Dry Creek owner 
Daryl Williams — a member of 
Placer Sheriff’s Council — who 
has combined great customer 
service over the past decade. 

Kudos to real estate associ-
ate broker Tom Koptis for his 
prompt attention to matters at 
hand and swift follow up and for 
staying the course for an amaz-
ing 36 years. 

Showers of Sentinel Stars to 
those retailers who have man-
aged to maintain through thick 
and thin including long-time 

retailer Marilyn Welz, owner of 
Marilyn’s Fashion-a-nations DT 
Auburn along with fellow retailer 
and neighbor Mickey Bennett, 
owner of Mickey’s Boots on 
Lincoln Way. Welz currently cel-
ebrates 35 years in retail while 
Bennett chalks up two decades. 

For decades of fund raising 
success, kudos to St. Luke’s 
Victorian Attic thrift shop on 
Lewis Street DT and equally 
to the Assistance League thrift 
shop in the Fiddler Green Center 
on Highway 49 across from 
Piece by Peace Thrift Boutique. 
Congrats to High Street Cafe 
Owners Zaki and Lucy Haddad 
who have for 15 years provided 
hearty food and prompt service 
in their cozy restaurant, home 
of the satisfyingly delicious tuna 
melt and super omelette. 

And Sentinel Stars to creative 

owner Kim Wright for her stay-
ing power and business expansion 
which now includes the nurs-
ery/gift areas on High St and the 
housewares/gift/jewelry depart-
ments on the corner of Lincoln 
across from the clock tower. 

And to new kids on the block 
ACTV Manager Paula Johnston 
and staffer/talent show producer 
Bill Maels, congratulations for 
growing the ACTV program-
ming along with newest producer 
Gwenn Jones, owner of Auburn 
Yoga on Highway 49. 

Reference www.actv20.org to 
check ACTV schedule and pro-
gram videos including current 
program with author/volunteer 
Edna Sparkes and interior deco-
rator Merje Brouelette. 

Carpe Diem. Comments to 
loycer@suddenlink.net

Around Town with Loyce!; Merje Brouelette; Edna Sparkes

Review: SCSO’s Portals of Heaven
Special to the MPG  
by James Lajoie

The Sacramento Choral Society 
opened its 17th Concert Season on 
Saturday, October 28th with a sold 
out concert “Portals of Heaven” 
in the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament. The matinee performance 
saw an audience lined up around the 
downtown square eagerly vying for 
a seat in the recently restored his-
toric Sacramento landmark. The sun 
brilliantly lit the colorful stained 
glass windows and rich architecture 
of the church as the 160 singers and 
guest artists unveiled two signifi-
cant works from the 18th and 19th 
centuries.

As the chorus processed into the 
Cathedral at the opening of the con-
cert, organist Dr. Ryan Enright and 
Michael Meeks, trumpet, performed 
the “Voluntary in D Major” by John 
Stanley – a work of clarion beauty 
and perfectly suited to the acous-
tics of this space. The “Requiem” 
of French composer Gabriel Fauré 
served as the centerpiece for the 
opening choral work on the pro-
gram. Conductor Donald Kendrick 
pointed out to the audience that the 
work was written in 1888, exactly 
one year before the venerable 
Sacramento Cathedral was built. 

The Fauré proved to be a perfect 
fit for the set up and resonance of the 
Cathedral. Most impressive was the 
subtlety and nuance that Kendrick 
drew from his large forces. This was 
no easy task for a chorus known for 
their ability to impress with their 
big choral/orchestral sound in their 
Mondavi and Community Center 
Theater performances. Kendrick 
steered his chorus through each of 
the movements with a delicate clar-
ity that unveiled the humility and 
tenderness of the texts. There was 

nothing heavy handed or distract-
ing in the singing. The chorus did 
deliver the big moments when they 
appeared but for the most part they 
are short lived in the score. 

Ryan Enright was able to capture 
the color and orchestral textures on 
the organ where he expertly collabo-
rated with Kendrick to remind us of 
the sounds Fauré would have heard 
in his own Church of the Madeline 
in the 1888 Paris premiere. Soprano 
Soloist Katharine Jolly’s “Pie Jesu” 
was sung with lyric sweetness and 
Baritone Daniel Yoder delivered 
an appropriate warmth and depth 
in his “Hostias” and “Libera Me” 
sections.

The 18th Century Italian com-
poser Antonio Vivaldi proved to be 
the perfect partner for this Stained 
Glass Concert and his setting of 
the “Gloria” is filled with fire and 
an exuberant counterpoint that 
rewarded the audience with high 
octane singing from the performers. 
Trumpet Michael Meeks added bril-
liance and power to the Vivaldi and 
Ruth Stuart. Oboe, partnered with 
Katherine Jolly to create elegant 

and achingly beautiful phrases. 
Mezzo Soprano Julie Anne Miller 
unleashed her outstanding technique 
to sing Baroque music with a pas-
sion and articulate accuracy that was 
breath taking in the fast vocal gym-
nastics that Vivaldi demands. At the 
same time, Miller’s meltingly lan-
guid arioso “Domine Deus, Agnus 
Dei” showed her ability to make a 
convincing intense and quiet dra-
matic statement. 

The final rays of light filtered out 
of the Cathedral to close this con-
cert with Ryan Enright’s virtuosic 
performance of Bach’s adaptation 
of Vivaldi’s “Concerto No. 11 in D 
Minor”. Enright is a young artist who 
recently completed his Doctorate in 
Organ at the famed Eastman School 
of Music and his playing confirms 
his scholarship and technique that 
has placed him at the forefront of 
National and International Organ 
Competitions. The program was a 
thoroughly satisfying collaboration 
of French and Italian masterworks 
from one of our community’s great 
treasures. 
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The IRS, under code section 
529, provides for a tax free method 
for paying for qualified education 
expenses. In general you may gift 
money to a qualified plan, and if 
certain rules are kept, there will be 
no tax to either the owner (normally 
the parents) nor the beneficiary 
(normally their child), if the funds 
and earnings are used to pay for 
qualified education expenses. This 
article will discuss some of the pit-
falls associated with these plans.
Gifting Issues:

Watch out if you plan to give 
more than $13,000 ($26,000 for 
a husband and wife) to a quali-
fied individual in a tax year. The 
excess over these amounts may be 
subject to gift tax. However, there 
is an exception to this rule if you 
make an election on form 709 to 
“treat the transfers made this year 
to a qualified tuition program as 
made ratable over a 5-year period 
beginning this year”. Translated 
this means a single individual 
can give $65,000 ($130,000 for a 
husband and wife) to a qualified 
individual in year one. However, be 
sure you file the gift tax return in 
the year the gift is made and make 
this election. If a married couple 
elect’s gift-splitting, both husband 
and wife must file separate gift tax 
returns and make the five-year elec-
tion. The gift tax return is due by 
April 15th after the year in which 
the gift is made. 

Investment Issues:
The IRS allows you to change 

your investments only once a year. 
In the current secular bear mar-
ket this rule has wreaked havoc on 
investment results of 529 plans. 
Since 2001 the stock market has 
been flat to down from its March 
2000 highs. Many plans are flat 
and some have even lost money. 
Therefore, make your yearly invest-
ment selection wisely. 
Account Rollovers:

Watch out for rollovers! You 
can rollover a 529 plan to another 
plan with the same beneficiary only 
once every twelve months. It is 
much like the IRA rollover rules. If 
you break this rule taxes and penal-
ties will be due. If you have two or 
more 529 plans for the same benefi-
ciary check to be sure that you have 
not rolled over any of these plans 
during the last twelve months. 
Rollovers must be deposited into 
the new 529 plan within 60 days 
from the distribution.
Timing the Payment of Qualified 
Expenses:

Distributions used to pay for 
qualified expenses should be made 
in the same calendar year the 
expense is incurred. However, IRS 
may allow the distribution if made 
by March 31 following the calendar 
year of the expense was incurred. 
As with all tax law it changes 
quickly. Be sure to check with your 
tax accountant.

James J. Scherer of Towne 
Scherer Private Wealth Management 
is a Registered Principal and 
Financial Advisor with, and securi-
ties offered through, LPL Financial, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, and CA 
Insurance License # 0C20370. He 
can be reached at 916-797-1188 or 
by email at james.scherer@towne-
scherer.com. The opinions voiced in 
this material are for general infor-
mation only and are not intended to 
provide specific advice or recom-
mendations for any individual. 

This article is not intended to 
provide specific accounting, tax or 
investment advice for any individ-
ual. If you have specific questions 
consult your tax professional. Prior 
to investing in a 529 Plan investors 
should consider whether the inves-
tor’s or designated beneficiary’s 
home state offers any state tax or 
other benefits that are only available 
for investments in such state’s qual-
ified tuition program. Withdrawals 
used for qualified expenses are fed-
eral tax free. Tax treatment at the 
state level may vary.

Dollars and Sense
by James J. Scherer, MBA, CPA

Pitfall of 529 Saving Accounts 
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Positively Negative?

By Karen Anderson

I wake up in the morning and 
once again I am bombarded with 
the heaviness of yesterday. Why 
can’t I ever be free of it? My 
life never seems to improve. I’m 
stuck on a path I don’t want to 
be on. Am I destined to be for-
ever on the whirlwind of life with 
no hope for change? I know in 
my mind and heart that I need 
to make changes, but it is just so 
hard. Everything and everyone is 
out just to make my life difficult. 
I want a way out and don’t know 
where to turn.

Do your thoughts run away 
with you like this? STOP, 
LISTEN and READ ON…you 
are trapped in the Negative Nelly 
Syndrome. What a miserable way 
to live your life! I don’t know 
about you, but I would rather 
live a life full of hope, won-
der, and of course abundance. I 
am sure you have heard all the 
talk that if you think negative 
thoughts, the energy it produces 
will attract more negativity into 

your life. On the other hand, if 
you think thoughts of abundance, 
everything will turn around in 
your life and the attraction for 
positive things will happen. Do 
you believe this is possible? I 
believe this is true, but there is 
one VERY IMPORTANT ele-
ment you are missing from this 
equation. Do you know what it 
is? It is God.

First let us think about your 
prayer life. Recently, I was 
reminded that so often we pray 
the prayer of uncertainty. What 
do I mean by that? What needs 
do you pray for? Could it be 
improved health, relationships, 
or finances? Your prayer may be 
something like this, “Father God, 
I need help in (you fill in the 
blank).” Another way is “God I 
really need your help now and 
in a very real way.” The problem 
is that you repeat this over and 
over again each time you pray as 
if God didn’t hear you the first 
time. What is wrong with you? 
Don’t you know that God has an 
extremely excellent memory? 
He doesn’t forget any conver-
sation you ever have with Him. 
Remember, God is one of details; 
He is working on the problem if 
you will just pray and give it over 
to Him. Take this to heart. God’s 
Word says, “Before they call I 
will answer; while they are still 
speaking I will hear.” The only 
thing you need to do now is rest 

and start praising Him for the 
answers. After the initial prayer 
your continued prayers should 
be, “I praise you for the answer 
to (fill in the blank). I know the 
answer is on its way. Thank you 
for it. In Jesus name, Amen.” 
Praising God and thanking Him 
for the answer will also take you 
from feeling anxious and wor-
ried about your life to a sense of 
overall peace and contentment. 
Yes the problems are still there 
but God is on your side and He 
will bless you for your faithful-
ness. Also remember that God’s 
answer is not always yes but He 
does hear you.

Here is a challenge for you. 
Keep track of your prayers so 
you can see the answer from 
God. Write out your prayers as 
a praise, thanking God for the 
answers ahead of time. Now 
enjoy the freedom in your prayer 
life and the abundant blessings 
from He who loves you. NOW, 
STOP…THINK, and PRAY with 
Praise and Thanksgiving to the 
God of details. AMEN!

PASSAGE: Isaiah 65:24 
(NIV) 

Karen Anderson is an accom-
plished speaker, author, and 
chaplain and has a local TV 
show, Move Your Mountains. 
Contact Karen at www.doab-
lesteps.com, or 916-961-4765.

Reverend Paul Scholl
Interfaith Minister, B.Msc

Creating 
special moments 

and  
sacred events

916. 773.7337
GO2DLYT@aol.com

Call to Discuss Your Wedding Plans
Go to www.LovingOutLoud.com/weddings

Weddings of Joy

Widowed Person’s 
Grief Support

AUBURN - Grief Support 
for Widowed People will hold 
a meeting at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 28 in Auburn for anyone 
interested in helping widowed 
people work through the grief 
process and find redirection in 
their lives.

This organization has trained 
volunteers who help widowed 
people work through the trauma 
of losing a spouse.

It has been in the South 
Placer area since 1986 and is 
supported by local community 
organizations.

Anyone interested in work-
ing in this program, or anyone in 
need of “one to one” grief sup-
port may call (530) 885-8298.
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Flores
Insurance
Lic#OB11914

530-823-6844
1-800-207-9851

Farm • CommerCial lines • CommerCial auto

liFe insuranCe

Richard Flores
Tom Jones

Lynn Johnson
Karen Magorian

Allied  
Insurance
a Nationwide® company
On Your Side®

Auburn’sAuburn’s
InsuranceInsurance

CenterCenter
For All Your Insurance Needs

“Big discounts for Home and Auto Packages”

By Ronnie McBrayer

Scientists have a name for 
it: Ergomania. It is a word 
composed of two Latin roots. 
“Ergo,” meaning work, and 
“mania,” which means passion. 
Ergomania, thusly, is a “passion 
for work.” In contemporary soci-
ety we use a different term for 
an individual suffering from this 
condition: The “workaholic.” 
The condition is not limited to 
corporate offices or the manufac-
turing plant. It thrives in houses 
of worship.

It’s been my experience that 
we religious people work very 
hard, often killing ourselves for 
God, spiritually, emotionally, 
and physically. Why? I believe 
it is because we do not believe 
that God is love or that he really 
loves us. Most of us are working 
like slaves to earn an ambivalent 
God’s love, unaware, it seems, 
that his love is already ours in 
abundance. That God would take 
us just as we are, that he loves us 
just as we are, is too much for us 
to accept.

And why should we believe 
it? Our parents never accepted 
us without conditions. This 
merciless culture is constantly 
judging us and our level of suc-
cess. Our spouse left us for 
someone younger, better look-
ing, or richer. Our coach tells 
us we’ll never be good enough 
to make the team, and yes 

the church gets in on it too.
When we were young, it was 

all about perfect attendance pins, 
achievements, and all those lit-
tle check marks on our weekly 
reporting at Sunday School. We 
learned quickly that we could 
measure a person’s spirituality, 
thus their worth as an individ-
ual, by how many gold stars 
they had beside their name.

When we got older, the exer-
cise continued, now measured by 
different gold stars. Volunteer, 
serve, give, teach Bible study 
class, lead the choir, chaper-
one the youth group, chair the 
Stewardship Committee; and the 
leadership and congregation will 
sing your praises. But the sec-
ond you relent, the moment you 
acknowledge your exhaustion, 
that you just can’t keep up, then 
that familiar conditional approval 
will rear its ugly head.

Conditioned like this, when 
Jesus shows up and says, “If 
you’re tired I can help with a lit-
tle grace,” we just can’t believe 
it. Yet, that’s exactly what Jesus 
said when he showed up! With 
words that make most type-A 
congregational leaders cringe, 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest.”

Eugene Peterson’s translation 
of those words is more pointed: 
“Are you tired? Worn out? 
Burned out on religion? Come 
to me. Get away with me and 
you’ll recover your life. Walk 
with me…watch how I do it. 
Learn the unforced rhythms of 
grace.”

The unforced rhythms of 

grace: That is what we religious 
laborers need, because the peo-
ple that Jesus most wants to set 
free are those of us who are eye-
balls deep in religious work, we 
who are religious ergomaniacs. 
He wants us to see that our reli-
gious work really doesn’t work; 
it works against us.

His invitation is for us to get 
off of the spiritual hamster wheel 
and to crawl out from beneath 
the choking yoke of religious 
workoholicism, and dance freely 
to the easy tempo of grace. Grace 
will teach us to serve God, not to 
make him like us, but because he 
already adores us. It will teach us 
to give up our overachieving and 
slaving ways, and find peaceful 
rest for our souls.

Now, if you are happy with 
doing all your religious work, 
then please, just keep doing 
it. If work is your passion, and 
time spent on the treadmill suits 
you just fine, then disregard all 
I have said as useless drivel and 
carry on.

But if you have had it; if you 
are sick and tired of being sick 
and tired; if you’re looking for 
a way out; if you are desperate 
for your life to change; if you 
are finally at the end of yourself 
and need a rest, have I got good 
news for you: That is exactly 
what Jesus offers. Go with him, 
and he will give you the rest you 
need.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndi-
cated columnist, speaker, and 
author of multiple books. You 
can read more and receive reg-
ular e-columns in your inbox at 
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.

For Overachievers 
Everywhere

Get me to the Airport on Time
By Rev. James L. Snyder

I was off to the airport on 
another trip. I started out early, 
arrived at the airport on time 
but when I arrived the plane had 
canceled and I had to apply for 
another plane. The next plane 
headed for my destination was 
about two hours away. This 
would in fact, make me miss my 
connecting flight.

I suppose I ought to be grate-
ful that I was able to catch a later 
flight. It gave me some time to 
sit in the airport with nothing to 
do but think. Talk about a boring 
afternoon!

One of the things I thought 
about was never flying again. But, 
necessity is the mother of incon-
venience, or something like that.

While I was thinking in the air-
port, I thought of a wise old man 
who, waxing philosophical, once 
said, “Time waits for no man.” I 
know he was wise because he did 
not include women in his obser-
vation. Although time will wait 
for no man, it has a different 
approach to women.

Usually speaking, a man wel-
comes the passing of time. 
Proudly he displays those wrin-
kles and calluses as marks of 
manhood. Until recently, gray 
hair was a crown of authority. 
Even Solomon, the wisest man 
said, “The hoary [gray] head is 
a crown of glory, if it be found 
in the way of righteousness” 
(Proverbs 16:31 KJV).

The grayer the head, the wiser 
the man. Although, I must con-
fess I have seen my share of 
dumb gray-headed men.

A woman, however, has an 
altogether different philoso-
phy when it comes to time. As a 
man with gray hair, I do not fully 
understand their philosophy.

I suppose there are some men 
who would like to be 25 again. 
Most men, however, are happy 
to be as old as they are. Women 

are different. They live upon the 
concept of ageless beauty. Who 
am I, as a man, to counter that 
philosophy?

I discovered this many years 
ago. A woman casually asked me 
how old I thought she was. I have 
long since discovered that this is 
no casual question and she is not 
looking for exact information. I, 
at the time, took it as a challenge 
and tried to guess her age.

Wrong!
I have since learned that the 

correct response to this question 
is, “Why, you don’t look a day 
over 25.” I do not know exactly 
what that means, but I have often 
gotten smiles from this response. 
No matter how old the woman is, 
in her mind she is still 25.

The man has a different idea.
“I’m 60,” he will boast to who-

ever will listen, “and I can still 
do a whole day’s work.” Then he 
will go out and throw his back 
out just to prove it.

Time has a different effect upon 
a man as it does upon a woman.

There is nothing wrong with 
trying to look younger. I suppose 
it is an easier task to do if you are 
a woman than if you are a man.

Every morning before I leave 
the house I try to make myself as 
non-scary to the public as I possi-
bly can. I will scrape my face, pat 
down my hair, and douse myself 
with aftershave and in 10 min-
utes I am done and ready for the 
world.

I have noticed that the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage takes a 
lot longer than 10 minutes to get 
ready to face the world. I must 
admit she does a very good job of 
it, but I also must admit it takes a 
long time and it seems each year 
it gets longer.

I do not want to call attention to 
myself. I just want to get through 
the day and back home again. I 
know I am not as young as I used 
to be but I take consolation in the 
fact that I am older than I used to 

be. And hand in hand with good 
old Father Time, I have walked 
down the wonderful timeline.

For me personally, I like to 
celebrate each birthday as a once-
in-a-lifetime celebration. My 
goal in life is to get as old as I 
possibly can and with the good 
help of Father Time, I am well 
on my way. Time has not stood 
still for me, for which I am most 
thankful.

Just like getting to the airport 
on time for my flight, I want to be 
on time for everything happening 
in my life. I do not want to miss 
a thing. Too often people look 
backward, stumble over today, 
find themselves in tomorrow and 
do not know how they got there. 
I want to enjoy the time I have in 
real time.

There is no time like the present 
to enjoy. Memories are wonder-
ful. Aspirations are delightful. 
But, nothing can take the place of 
right now.

The Bible has a lot to say about 
time. We are in a timeline estab-
lished by God and it will not slow 
down into we come to the end. 
The apostle Paul understood this 
when he wrote, “And that, know-
ing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for 
now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believed” (Romans 
13:11 KJV).

There is no time like the pres-
ent that as someone said, “This 
is the first day of the rest of my 
life.” I am going to celebrate 
my “Now” with all the energy I 
have.

The Rev. James L. Snyder 
is pastor of the Family of God 
Fellowship, PO Box 831313, 
Ocala, FL 34483. He lives 
with his wife, Martha, in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him at (352) 
687-4240 or e-mail jamessny-
der2@att.net. The church web 
site is www.whatafellowship.com.
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Crossword Puzzle on Page 8

D I S C L A I M E R
Be wary of out of area companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau before you send any 
money for fees or services. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. Shop around for rates.

NOTICE TO READERS
California law requires that contractors taking 
jobs that total $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking jobs 
that total less than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are not licensed 
by the Contractors State License Board.

Sell Your 
Stuff!

Reach 1000’s 
of Readers 

Every Week!

773-1111

Classified  
Advertising

Home 
Delivery 
Routes 

Available

530-823-2463

Sudoku Puzzle on Page 8

Got Local  News? Call  530-823-2463

Call 530-823-2463

G O T  L O C A L 
N E W S ?

P l a c e r S e n t i n e l . c o m

but the commission is a very generous rate.

MPG is seeking an Independent Sales Agent to generate advertising 
sales for our local newspapers. This is an extra income opportunity 
that you can work at from your home. Become part of a growing 
newspaper group that has been very well received by our readers 
and the business community. Compensation is commission only, 

Messenger  
Publishing Group

INDEPENDENT  
SALES AGENT

HELP
WANTED

To apply, call 530-823-2463  
and send an email to publisher@mpg8.com
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DELIVERY ROUTES AVAILABLE • CALL (530) 823-2463

Come back every week for Sudoku! For Solution See Page 7.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD • ANIMAL WORLD

CLUES
ACROSS
1. Girder that looks like a letter
6. *Largest North American deer
9. *Methane release by a cow
13. ___-__-la
14. Actress ___ Thompson
15. Ranee’s wrap
16. Luxurious sheet fabric
17. Opposite of guzzle
18. Donor’s loss
19. *Cause of African Sleeping Sickness
21. *Dangerous delicacy
23. Nada
24. Rented on the links
25. Distant
28. Fountain order
30. Like body temperature of 98.6°
35. Month of Purim
37. Barber’s supply
39. A Judd
40. Rounded elevation
41. Member of the lowest Hindu caste
43. “Goodbye” to Sophia Loren
44. Fat cat in the Orient
46. Toot one’s horn
47. Julia Robert’s character
48. Bad blood
50. Bassoon cousin
52. Ensign, for short

53. Student aid
55. Grandmother, for short
57. *Dian Fossey’s domain
60. “Bob Dylan’s words, e.g.
63. Indian coin
64. Austin Powers, e.g.
66. Inhabitants of Thailand
68. Poker stakes
69. Across, in verse
70. *It opens wide
71. ____ lighting
72. Country song “Harper Valley ___”
73. Walk through mud

DOWN
1. “___ alive!”
2. Babysitter’s nightmare
3. Chow or grub
4. Sci-fi classic
5. *Praying insect
6. “... or ____!”
7. “Fantasy Island” prop
8. 10th letter of Greek alphabet
9. Throw up
10. Encourage
11. Infantry’s last rows, e.g.
12. Mont Blanc, e.g.
15. “____ __ crime”
20. One-armed bandits
22. Big coffee server

24. Used for boiling
25. *Animal life of particular period
26. Don Draper of “Mad Men”, e.g.
27. Teacher of Torah
29. Slap on
31. Preakness, e.g.
32. Wavelike design
33. At full speed
34. *Tsavo man-eaters
36. One of “Clue” clues
38. Mr. Eugene Krabs, e.g.
42. “The _____ of defeat”
45. Protrudes outwards
49. Sun in Mexico
51. 3rd rock from the sun, pl.
54. *He used animals to demonstrate morals
56. Root of nihilism
57. Ellen Page’s 2007 role
58. Plotting
59. Financial aid criterion
60. Vega’s constellation
61. Al Capone, e.g.
62. Plural of #17 Across
63. Ewe’s mate
65. *Not a wild one
67. Fifth note

For Solution See Page 7

Roseville Friends
of the Library 

Used Book Sale 
Part of Holiday Craft 
Faire, December 1st 

PLACER COUNTY – The 
Roseville Friends of the Library 
will have a book sale as part of 
the 22nd Annual Holiday Craft 
Faire on Dec. 1 at the Maidu 
Community Center and Library, 
1530 Maidu Drive, Roseville. 
Hours for the Faire and Used 
Book Sale will be 9 am to 3 pm.

Featured sale items will be 
holiday-themed books and media 
and tabletop books suitable for 
gifts as well as a selection of 
children’s books gathered by the 
MOMs club of West Roseville.

This marks the third time the 
Friends have had a Used Book 
Sale in conjunction with the 
Craft Faire.
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Free Home Visit Service for 
Seniors Expanding 

Holiday Depression Among Elderly Sparks Program’s Outreach
At the time of year that seniors 

are most vulnerable emotion-
ally, a free service to assist 
them is growing. The Home 
Visit Program is an initiative 
by senior care professionals at 
Emeritus at Emerald Hills that’s 
designed to check on the well-
being of older people throughout 
the region. The program is being 
expanded at this time because 
the approaching holidays bring a 
greater risk of depression among 
seniors. 

To further encourage fam-
ilies to take advantage of the 
Home Visit Program, the public 
is now invited to call Emeritus 
at Emerald Hills directly at 
530.888.8847 to request a visit 
to a local senior. This is a signifi-
cant step for the initiative, which 
has primarily operated through 
referrals from agencies and 
emergency services providers 
since being launched in 2009.

“Just in the past year, we have 
conducted several home visits, 
so we know the need is great,” 
said Mary Ann Peterson, exec-
utive director of Emerald Hills. 
“In encouraging the public to 
contact us, we seek to make the 
program more easily accessible 
to a greater number of people.”  

Through the Home Visit 
Program, family members 
can arrange for an Emeritus at 
Emerald Hills expert to go to 
the home of an elderly loved one 
to see if he or she is doing well 
physically and psychologically. 
If appropriate, a nurse conducts 
an evaluation to help identify 
care needs. Emeritus then con-
nects the senior and family with 
the proper resources and services 
to provide assistance. 

“We may bring a hot meal, 
snack or dessert, and we also 
offer a listening ear and com-
panionship,” said Peterson.  
“Afterwards, if needed, we 
coordinate between families 
and community resources. We 
may also follow up with addi-
tional visits. All of what we do 
through the Home Visit Program 
is complimentary.”

Emeritus at Emerald Hills 
decided to expand the Home 
Visit Program during the holiday 
season because of the increased 
likelihood of depression among 
the elderly at this time of year.

“About 20 percent of seniors 
suffer from full-blown depres-
sion or a less severe form of the 
condition and the holiday sea-
son can be particularly difficult,” 
Peterson said.

Memories of happier holidays 
earlier in life can trigger depres-
sion. The loss of a spouse or 
close friends, physical distance 
from family, diminished physi-
cal capacity and health may be 
felt more keenly at this time.

“But most seniors know lit-
tle about depression and they 
are unlikely to seek professional 
help for it,” Peterson said. “Still, 
depression can cause them to eat 
less, turn to alcohol, stop taking 
care of their daily needs and even 
consider suicide. Knowing this, 
we felt it would be very impor-
tant to expand the Home Visit 
Program during this season.”

Offering the Home Visit 
Program as a free service to the 
public reflects a central philos-
ophy at Emeritus at Emerald 
Hills” Peterson said.

“We are committed to the 
principle of ‘safely somewhere,’ 

which means that we do what we 
can to ensure that each senior in 
the area is residing in a safe envi-
ronment that meets his or her 
needs, whether it is in the home 
or in a senior living setting. As 
the older population continues to 
grow, this crucial issue is affect-
ing more and more individuals 
and families. It’s one that we 
take very seriously.”

Emeritus at Emerald Hills is 
located at 11550 Education Street 
in Auburn. It offers retirement 
and assisted living, and provides 
care for those with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s and other memory-
impairing diseases through its 
Join Their Journey program. It 
is operated by Emeritus Senior 
Living.

About Emeritus Senior Living
Emeritus Senior Living is the 

nation’s largest memory care 
and assisted living provider, 
with the ability to serve nearly 
50,000 residents. More than 
28,000 employees support more 
than 470 communities through-
out 44 states coast to coast. 
Emeritus offers the spectrum of 
senior residential choices, care 
options and life enrichment pro-
grams that fulfill individual 
needs and promote purposeful 
living throughout the aging pro-
cess. Its experts provide insights 
on senior living, care, wellness, 
brain health, caregiving and fam-
ily topics at www.Emeritus.com, 
which also offers details on the 
organization’s services. Emeritus 
is based in Seattle, Wash.; its 
common stock is traded on the 
New York Stock Exchange under 
the symbol ESC.

by David Dickstein
Family Films

“Rise of the Guardians”
Opens Nov. 21, rated PG
riseoftheguardians.com

Not since “The Avengers” 
has such an esteemed team of 
superheroes been assembled to 
fight off evil. For this 3-D com-
puter-animated adventure from 
DreamWorks Animation, Santa 
Claus, the Easter Bunny, Jack 
Frost, the Sandman and the 
Tooth Fairy join up against an 
evil spirit bent on overtaking the 
world by inspiring fear in the 
hearts of the world’s children. 
Heard but not seen are Chris 
Pine, Hugh Jackman, Jude Law, 
Alec Baldwin and Isla Fisher.

Homeage Trailer
“The Twilight Saga:  

Breaking Dawn -- Part 2”
Opens Nov. 16, rated PG-13

breakingdawn-themovie.com
For teenyboppers who can’t 

get enough of this epic vam-
pire love story (and have parents 
OK with PG-13 movies), this 
flick is going to bite big-time. 
Not because it will disappoint 
-- the following is so loyal it 
could throw in Jar Jar Binks and 
still be adored -- but because 
it’s over. “Breaking Dawn,” the 
final installment of Stephenie 
Meyers’ best-selling series, was 
split into two films, and this is 
the finale. What’s to become of 
Bella Swan (Kristen Stewart) 
now that she’s a blood-suck-
ing mother? What happens to 
Edward (Robert Pattinson) and 
Jacob (Taylor Lautner)? Hard to 
believe that fans don’t already 
know. Then again, could director 
Bill Condon do the unthinkable 
and tinker with the ending?

“Wreck-It Ralph”
Opens Nov. 2, rated PG

disney.go.com/wreck-it-ralph
“Ralph” is a video game char-

acter voiced by John C. Reilly 
who is tired of being the bad guy 
in his classic ‘80s arcade game. 
When he doesn’t return to his 
game as scheduled and starts vis-
iting the worlds of other games, 
including a modern, first-person 
shooter game, he turns the entire 
structure of his arcade upside 
down. Supporting voices belong 
to Jane Lynch, Sarah Silverman 
and Jack McBrayer. Here’s one 
movie that sounds perfect for 
3-D, so get ready to wear those 
oh-so-stylish plastic glasses.

Family DVDs
“The Amazing Spider-Man” 

(ages 10 and up, Nov. 9 on DVD 
and Blu-ray, PG-13): Good-
enough reboot of the film series 
based on the Marvel Comics 
superhero who must balance the 
blessing and curse of being both 
a golden-hearted teenager and 
a do-gooder with a tragic and 
mysterious backstory. Andrew 
Garfield does his best in the role 
formerly occupied by Tobey 
Maguire, and Emma Stone is OK 

as a love interest, but the latest 
doesn’t measure up. Grade: B-

“Arthur Christmas” (ages 
4 and up, Nov. 6 on DVD and 
Blu-ray, PG): Charming, witty 
and beautifully animated is this 
undeserved box office bomb of 
last Christmas. From Aardman 
Animations, the folks behind 
“Wallace & Gromit” and “The 
Pirates! Band of Misfits,” the 
story finally answers the ques-
tion: “How does Santa deliver 
all those presents in one night?” 
Good seasonal family entertain-
ment with a solid U.K. voice 
cast led by James McAvoy, Jim 
Broadbent, Hugh Laurie and Bill 
Nighy. Grade: A-

“Brave” (ages 4-12, Nov. 13 
on DVD and Blu-Ray, PG): The 
tale of Pixar’s first female hero-
ine is a conventional one by the 
studio’s own standards for clev-
erness and innovation, but that 
doesn’t detract from the engag-
ing, well-made action-adventure 
set in mythic Scotland. Merida is 
at the center, a daughter of roy-
alty who would prefer to leave 
her mark as an accomplished 
archer. Her skills and bravery are 
put to the test when faced with 
saving her kingdom. Grade: B

Films and DVDs
for the Whole Family

CDPH Warns Not to Eat Certain 
Bolthouse Farms Carrot Chips

SACRAMENTO – California 
Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) Director Dr. Ron Chapman 
today warned people not to eat 
Bolthouse Farms Carrot Chips in 16 
ounce bags, with “Best If Used By” 
dates of Nov. 12, 2012 and Nov. 13, 
2012, because the carrots may be 
contaminated with Salmonella. To 
date, no illnesses have been associ-
ated with these products.

Bolthouse Farms of Bakersfield, 
California, initiated the volun-
tary recall of the Carrot Chips after 
learning that Salmonella was iso-
lated from one of the packages 
collected during routine surveillance 
sampling conducted by the North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services.
The recalled Carrot Chips contain 

the following coding information 
on the front right corner of the 
bags: 04T XXXX BF212J11 or 04T 
XXXX BF212J12, where the four 
X’s are any series of numbers that 
indicate the time of packaging.  The 
carrots were available for purchase 
throughout the United States and 
Canada at retail markets and gro-
cery stores. The Carrot Chips were 
sold in 16 ounce clear plastic bags. 
Click on Bolthouse Farms prod-
uct photographs to see the product. 
Consumers in possession of this 
recalled product should discard it or 
return it to the store of purchase for 
a refund. 

Symptoms of Salmonella infec-
tion include fever, abdominal 
cramps, and diarrhea which may 
be bloody. Most infected people 
recover within a week. Some may 
develop complications that require 
hospitalization. Infants, the elderly, 
and people with weakened immune 
systems are at highest risk for more 
severe illness. CDPH recommends 
consumers experiencing any ill 
effects after consuming these prod-
ucts should consult their health care 
provider. Consumers that observe 
the product being offered for sale 
are encouraged to report the activ-
ity to the CDPH toll free complaint 
line at (800) 495-3232. 
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TOXIC NEGATIVE 
NELLIES

 Are you exposed to a bunch 
of negative nellies? What if I 
told you that being around com-
plainers is not only unpleasant; 
it’s bad for your brain too!

Brain researchers have long 
known that the adult brain is 
surprisingly plastic. We can 
strengthen connections though 
repetition, for example, to 
improve our memory. But a new 
study using functional MRIs 
found that negative words actu-
ally stimulate the areas of our 
brain associated with percep-
tions and cognitive functioning. 
So who cares, right? Be aware 
that constant exposure to nega-
tive messages from complainers 
will reinforce negative think-
ing and behavior. That’s why we 
need to care. If you keep hearing 
negative messages, your behav-
ior will change to fit the new 
perceptions, and not in a good 
way. Why? Because your brain 
cannot distinguish fact from fic-
tion, that’s why.

Enter Trevor Blake who I had 
on my POPPOFF Radio Show 
recently. Trevor is a highly suc-
cessful serial entrepreneur who 
started his first company with a 
few thousand dollars and sold 
it for more than a $100 million. 
Now he has developed a three-
step strategy that can change 
your life in his book “Three sim-
ple Steps” A Map to Success in 
Business and Life. In the book, 
he tackles these three messages.
1) Limit your exposure to neg-
ativity all around you…and why 
you must.
2) Take control of how you 

interpret and react to situations.
3) Be more successful by rewir-
ing your brain and boosting the 
occurrence of positive messages.

Here are nine ways Trevor 
mentioned to me to defend your-
self against complaints…yours 
and others…so you can rewire 
your brain and boost the occur-
rence of positive thoughts and 
behaviors.
1) Become Self-aware. When 
you feel a complaint coming 
on, no matter how trivial, stop 
yourself. You can’t delete the 
thought, but you can revise it 
before saying it aloud. So instead 
of saying, “Oh, that’s nice, but I 
could never afford it,” you might 
say, “That will look wonderful 
with my black pants when I can 
afford to buy it.”
2) Redirect the conversa-
tion. When you participate in 
negative dialogue with a com-
plainer, you’ll walk away feeling 
depleted. Instead, take control 
of the direction the conversa-
tion is going. If he says, “I hate 
Mondays. The weekend isn’t 
long enough,” counter his nega-
tive thoughts with a positive set 
of images: “I’m glad I rested up 
this weekend! Now I’m ready to 
dig into that big project.”
3) Smother a negative thought 
with a positive image. If a neg-
ative thought pops into your 
mind, immediately input a dif-
ferent image. This is the process 
of neurogenesis…creating new 
pathways in your brain that lead 
to positive behaviors.
4) Don’t try to convert others. 
When trapped in a toxic group 
of complainers at a meeting 
or social event, simply choose 
silence. Let their words bounce 
off you and not penetrate your 
mind while you think of some-
thing pleasant.
5) Distance yourself when 
possible. When people around 
you start criticizing someone or 
something and you can escape, 
excuse yourself and take a break 
somewhere quiet…preferably 

outside in the fresh air.
6) Wear an invisible mentality 
shield. Imagine that an invisible 
shield like a glass cloak made of 
positive energy descends from 
the sky and lightly covers your 
whole body. You can see per-
fectly well through it, but it 
protects your from others’ nega-
tive words and emotions.
7) Create a private retreat. 
Mentally retreat to a private, 
special place in your imagina-
tion. Visualize a peaceful setting 
in your mind…say a sunny trail 
next to a meadow brook, or a 
sailboat on a lake. When you’re 
stuck with someone spewing vit-
riol, you can appear as if you’re 
listening while you distract your 
mind with a visit to your peace-
ful place.
8) Transfer Responsibility. On 
occasions when you’re pressed 
against a wall while someone 
rants about all the injustices in 
their life, throw the responsibil-
ity back at them by saying, “So 
what do you intend to do about 
it?” In most cases, complainers 
don’t want a solution nor do they 
want sympathy. They just want 
to vent and this tactic will stop 
them in their tracks.
9) Forgive  your lapses . 
Everyone complains some-
times. It’s human to vent once in 
awhile. Be kind to yourself after 
a lapse into victimhood and com-
plaining…then start afresh. The 
less frequently you complain, 
the more time will pass between 
lapses into negativity. This is 
how rewiring the brain works.

Do I get it? I think so. Tune 
in to positive and tune out to the 
negative. We have enough nega-
tives in one day to last a lifetime. 
Be the leader of the pack, 
and I’ll do the same with my 
POPPOFF Radio Show! THINK 
POSITIVE!!!

Join Mary Jane for the KAHI 
Noon News Monday–Friday 
and then again for POPOFF  
10 PM – Midnight.

POPPOFF!  
with Mary Jane Popp

Dave Ramsey is America’s 
most trusted voice on money and 
business. He’s authored four 
New York Times best-selling 
books: Financial Peace, More 
Than Enough, The Total Money 
Makeover and EntreLeadership. 
The Dave Ramsey Show is heard 
by more than 5,000,000 listen-
ers each week on more than 500 
radio stations. Follow Dave on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey and on 
the web at daveramsey.com.

Now, You Are One
Dear Dave,

I got married in May, and my 
wife brought student loan debt 
into the marriage. I had some 
savings before the wedding, 
and I could pay this off imme-
diately without putting us in a 
bind. But is this “her” debt, or 
should I look at it as “our” debt?
- Ernest
Dear Ernest,

Absolutely, you should view it 
as “our” debt. It came with the 
territory when you two walked 
down the aisle.

A lot of people don’t use the 
old-fashioned marriage vows 
anymore, but The Book of 
Common Prayer reads, “… for 
richer, for poorer, in sickness and 

health, and unto thee I pledge 
my worldly goods.” Basically, 
that means you’re saying, “I’m 
ready to take a bullet for you. 
I’m going to do whatever it takes 
to serve you, and vice versa.” 
You’re joining your separate 
lives into one.

In addition to all this, you guys 
need to be in agreement on how 
you’re going to handle money. 
In other words, it all gets worked 
out together with both of you 
sitting down and planning your 
financial future as one. This is 
called a budget. Like everything 
else, you work on it together. It’s 
not a situation where one of you 
is making all the decisions or 
bailing out the other.

But if you guys are on the 
same page—if your relationship 
is healthy and you’re in agree-
ment about moving forward with 
shared dreams and goals—then 
I’d say write the check today and 
knock out that debt!
- Dave

Which Job?
Dear Dave,

I’ve been unemployed for three 
months, but recently I received 
two job offers. One is a state job 
that would pay $50,000 a year. 
The other is a one-year contract 
for a position in Afghanistan that 
pays $200,000. I know I’d like 
both jobs, so which would be the 
smartest choice?
- Nick

Dear Nick,
If it were me, I’d take the state 

job. I know that any kind of sit-
uation with six figures attached 
to it looks and sounds wonder-
ful, but in my mind we’re talking 
about a career choice versus risk. 
Plus, I’m a firm believer in the 
idea that people make better deci-
sions when they think in terms of 
10 years from now rather than 10 
or 12 months down the road.

In addition to the risk factor, 
the biggest problem with the 
offer in Afghanistan is that once 
it’s over, it’s over. Then you’re 
right back where you are now. 
You may have money in your 
bank account, but you’re unem-
ployed all over again.

You know, one of the things 
I’ve noticed over the years is 
when wealthy people assess a 
financial opportunity, they almost 
always think in five-, 10- and 
20-year blocks of time. We’re 
talking long term here. There’s 
not a whiff of living paycheck 
to paycheck or “Thank God, it’s 
Friday. Oh, God, it’s Monday!” 
on them.

Take the state job and fash-
ion a good, long-lasting career 
for yourself. Don’t go chasing 
money on the short term!
- Dave

*For more financial help, 
please visit daveramsey.com.

Dave Says

Navy League of  the United States
Placer County Council Meeting

AUBURN – The Placer 
County Council of the Navy 
League will hold its monthly 
meeting beginning at 6 PM, 
on Monday, November 19th at 
the Veterans Memorial Hall, 
100 East Street, Auburn. This 
month’s speaker is Lieutenant 
Commander Ted Robinson, 

USNR (Ret), Commanding 
Office of a World War II LST, 
who will speak on “The Rescue” 
of Army troops on Okinawa. 
Cost of the dinner is $12.00 
payable at the door. Advance res-
ervations are required.

The Navy League member-
ship is open to all those who 

support the sea services: Navy, 
Marine Corps, Coast Guard 
and Merchant Marine. No prior 
military service is required.  
Please contact Bonnie Potter 
at 530.823.2820 for further 
information.
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The Case  
of  the  

Defective Machine  

A Case in Point

By David Graulich, Esq. 

People usually go to a gym to 
get into better shape. But some-
times, things don’t work out that 
way.

Susana Ontiveros joined the 24 
Hour Fitness center in Panorama 
City (a district of Los Angeles) to 
lose weight. She was exercising on 
a stairstep machine when a com-
ponent of the machine failed. Both 
“steps” of the machine lost all 
resistance. Ontiveros was injured 
when she fell backwards off the 
machine and onto the floor.

Ontiveros sued 24 Hour Fitness 
under a claim of strict product 
liability. California is a national 
leader in this legal doctrine, 
starting with a 1944 case called 
Escola v. Coca-Cola Bottling. 
Manufacturers, wholesalers, 
retailers, and any one else in the 
“chain of distribution” can be lia-
ble for damages if the product 
injures someone while being used 
for the purpose for which it was 
intended.

For example, say that Jane Doe 
buys a Widget blender at Sears. 
Due to a design flaw, the blender 
explodes while Jane is mak-
ing a milkshake, and a sliver of 
glass flies into Jane’s eye, sever-
ing the optic nerve. Jane can sue 
Widget, the manufacturer, as well 
as Sears, the retailer that sold her 
the blender.

Why retailers? Isn’t it unrea-
sonable to expect Sears to test and 
certify the hundreds of thousands 
of products in its stores, or to hold 
Sears liable for mistakes made by 
somebody else? The answer lies 
with public policy. A giant retailer, 
such as Sears, Home Depot or 
Wal-Mart, can exert pressure on 
manufacturers. Home Depot has 
the power to remove a defective 
lawn mower from its shelves and 
deny access to Home Depot’s vast 

market. If Home Depot is found 
liable for damages stemming from 
the lawn mower, Home Depot has 
the resources to seek reimburse-
ment from the manufacturer. In 
addition, the retailer is often the 
only entity available to the injured 
consumer, especially if the manu-
facturer is based outside the U.S.

The court didn’t explain why 
Ontiveros didn’t sue the manufac-
turer of the stairstep machine. The 
likely reason is that the company 
was bankrupt or out of business.

24 Hour Fitness didn’t deny that 
Ontiveros had been injured. They 
didn’t claim that she had contrib-
uted to her injuries by misusing 
the machine. Instead, 24 Hour 
Fitness argued that it wasn’t lia-
ble to Ontiveros because it wasn’t 
in the chain of distribution of the 
machine. We’re in the business 
of providing fitness services, the 
defendant said. Our members take 
classes in aerobics, dance, and 
yoga, our trainers offer personal-
ized work-out plans, and our staff 
nutritionists provide diet counsel-
ing. We don’t manufacture nor sell 
exercise machines.

Nonsense, replied the plaintiff’s 
lawyer. My client did not join 
24 Hour Fitness to take aerobic 
classes, determine her body fat or 
use the sauna bath. She bought her 
membership for the sole purpose 
of using the exercise equipment 
so she could lose weight.

Ontiveros signed a member-
ship contract when she joined, 
which read, in part, that 24 Hour 
Fitness “may not be held liable 
for defective products.” However, 
that language was not decisive. 
Ontiveros’s lawyer astutely cited 
California case law, which says 
that product liability claims can-
not be waived. If this were not the 
law, purchase contracts would be 

strategically written in such a way 
as to deny consumers the right to 
sue, and we would all need armies 
of attorneys to complete routine, 
everyday transactions.

The decision? The court ruled 
in favor of 24 Hour Fitness.

The dominant purpose of the 
membership agreement was to 
provide fitness services, said 
the Court’s ruling. The exercise 
machines were incidental to the 
provision of these services. As a 
service provider, 24 Hour Fitness 
was outside the chain of distribu-
tion and not subject to liability for 
the defective machine.

What about the fact that 
Ontiveros didn’t want to use the 
services, but only sought to use 
the exercise machines? That argu-
ment didn’t sway the court. A 
consumer’s subjective intentions 
– what he or she thinks privately 
– don’t alter the essential nature 
and purpose of the transaction. 
Ontiveros never explained to 24 
Hour Fitness that she only wanted 
to use its exercise machines, not 
its services. “Her uncommuni-
cated subjective intent in that 
regard is therefore irrelevant.”

The court concluded that the 
dominant purpose of the mem-
bership agreement was to 
make available fitness services. 
Therefore, Ontiveros had no valid 
claim under the strict product lia-
bility doctrine. Case dismissed.

David Graulich, Esq. is an attorney 
with the Law Office of Jeffrey D. Fulton 
in Sacramento. David can be contacted 
at (916) 558-6142 or  dgraulich@jful-
tonlaw.com.  He is available to speak 
to community groups at no charge. This 
column is not intended as an offer of 
legal advice. Contact a qualified attor-
ney to obtain advice with respect to any 
particular issue or problem.

Effective Friday, October 5, 
2012, Placer County Superior 
Court public filing windows 
(Clerks’ Offices), telephone 
services and the Legal Help 
Center will have the following 
new operating hours:
Santucci Justice Center 
(Roseville) & Tahoe City 

Courthouse (Tahoe City)
Monday through Thursday; 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm [NO 
CHANGE]
Friday; 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 

[REDUCED HOURS]
Legal Help Center – Santucci 
Justice Center (Roseville)
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday; 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
[NO CHANGE]
Tuesday; 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 
[NO CHANGE]
Friday; 8:00 am to 11:00 am 
[REDUCED HOURS]
J u v e n i l e  C o u r t h o u s e 
(Auburn)
Monday through Thursday; 
8:00 am to 12:00 pm and 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm [NO 
CHANGE]
Friday; 8:00 am to 1:00 pm 
[REDUCED HOURS]
H i s t o r i c  C o u r t h o u s e 
(Auburn)
Monday through Friday; 
8:00 am to 12:00 pm [NO 
CHANGE]

Reduced hours on Fridays do 

not constitute a court holiday, 
so statutory deadlines will not 
be extended. Drop boxes are 
available for filing papers or 
submitting payments, pursuant 
to California Rules of Court, 
rule 2.210. 

T h e  C o u r t  h a s  a l s o 
announced a total of eight (8) 
limited service days for FY 
2012-2013, with many of those 
days occurring in November 
and December 2012.  For a 
complete listing of limited ser-
vice days, visit the Court’s 
website at www.placer.courts.
ca.gov. 

These actions are being 
taken due to unprecedented 
and ongoing state budget cuts 
– including an additional fund-
ing reduction of $2.5 million 
for FY 2012-2013.   For more 
information, please visit the 
Court’s website at www.placer.
courts.ca.gov. 

Placer County Superior Court Clerks’ Offices, Telephone 
Services & Legal Help Center Hours Reduced

House Chamber, 
Washington D.C. 
By Congressman  
Tom McClintock

Thank you, Congressman 
Herger, for convening this pub-
lic meeting and for your service 
to our community, our state and 
our country. Although we can be 
confident that your able succes-
sor will carry on your work, we 
are all going to miss you.

 An old forester in my dis-
trict summed up the problem we 
are here to assess when he said, 
“The excess timber is going to 
come out of the forest one way 
or another.  Either it will be car-
ried out or it will be burned out.  
But it will come out.”

 A generation ago, we carried it 
out and the result was a thriving 
economy and a healthy forest.  

But in the last twenty years, a 
radical and retrograde ideology 
has replaced sound forest man-
agement practices with what I 
can only describe as a policy of 
benign neglect.  

The tragic Reading Fire is a 
result of that policy: instead of 
preventing fires, instead of fight-
ing fires – the new philosophy is 
to welcome fires as nature’s way 
of clearing things out.

The ideology comes down to 
this: that fire is just nature’s way 
of clearing out overgrowth, and 
that mankind should not inter-
fere with this process.  We need 
to return to pre-human condi-
tions in our forests, where trees 
are left to grow until the for-
est is choked off and ultimately 
destroyed by fire or disease or 
both.  Even after the forest is 
destroyed by fire, we shouldn’t 
even salvage fire-killed trees.  

This, they reason, restores 
nature’s cycle of destruction and 
renewal.

That’s what happened with the 
Reading Fire.  

For decades, this same ideol-
ogy has dramatically reduced the 
timber harvests that once kept 
the forests healthy by removing 
excess growth and that paid for 
brush clearance.  

They rightly decry clear-cut-
ting, but welcome the moonscape 
of destruction caused by fire.  
They rightly fine negligent par-
ties that start fires, but cheer the 
cleansing process of lightning 
strikes.

This is not environmental-
ism.  True environmentalists 
recognize the damage done by 
overgrowth and overpopulation 
and recognize the role of sound, 
sustainable forest management 
practices in maintaining healthy 
forests.  

There is nothing more envi-
ronmentally devastating to a 
forest than a forest fire.  Nothing 
makes a greater mockery of our 
air pollution laws than a forest 
fire.  Nothing in a forest poses a 
greater threat to human and wild 
life than a forest fire.

Any squirrel fleeing a fire 
knows this. Which leads me to 
the unflattering but inescapable 
conclusion that today our for-
est management policy is in the 
hands of people who lack the 
simple common sense that God 
gave a squirrel.

What they have produced is 
economically devastated com-
munities, closed timber mills, 
unemployed families, overgrown 
forests, overdrawn watersheds, 
rampant disease and pestilence 
and increasingly intense and fre-
quent forest fires.

Proper forest management – 
including timber harvesting – can 
prevent or minimize this devas-
tation to our national forests, can 
protect our forest communities, 
and can provide the resources for 
prosperous local economies.

No picture I’ve seen paints 
a more vivid case for return-
ing to these sound and proven 
forest management practices 
than an aerial photo of the 
Fraser Experimental Forest in 
Colorado a few years ago that 
is often called the “Red Hand of 
Death.”  The areas of that for-
est consigned to benign neglect 
form a dead-zone that looks like 
a “Red Hand.” Overgrown and 
unmanaged, bark beetles found 
it easy pickings.  That’s what the 

so-called environmental move-
ment has done to our forests.

A green, thriving, healthy for-
est surrounds the dead-zone, in 
which sound forest practices 
harvested excess timber and the 
remaining trees had room to 
grow strong enough to resist the 
infestation around it.

They say there isn’t enough 
money for forest thinning, and 
yet we used to have no problems 
keeping our forests thinned and 
healthy when we sold commer-
cially viable timber to finance it.  
The problem is that if they take 
place at all, timber harvests are 
now restricted to small diameter 
trees.  Can you imagine a fishery 
or wildlife policy limited to tak-
ing only the small, juveniles of 
the species? 

Today, thousands of acres of 
timber lie in ashes across the 
Sierra Nevada from fires this 
year.  If we had just harvested a 
small fraction of those trees, it is 
likely that we could have spared 
these forests from the conflagra-
tions that fed on excessive fuels.

It is also likely that we could 
have snuffed out those fires 
almost immediately after they 
started.  A generation ago, 
small harvesting crews operated 
throughout the mountains and 
moved along well-maintained 
timber roads.  When a fire first 
broke out, it took no time for a 
crew with a bulldozer to get to 
that fire and stop it before it got 
out of control.  Those crews are 
gone, the roads are in disrepair, 
so fires that a generation ago 
consumed just a few acres now 
consume hundreds of thousands 
of acres – even IF we had federal 
officials dedicated to protect-
ing our forests – which sadly, we 
don’t, as the Reading fire attests.  

It is time that we identified 
those officials and got them 
out of positions of authority 
before they are able to do even 
more damage to our forests and 
our communities.  I hope that 
today’s meeting sets that process 
in motion, and as a member of 
the Sub-Committee on National 
Parks, Forests and Public Lands, 
I intend to insist on it.

 
Source: House Chamber, 
Washington D.C.

The Reading Fire and the 
Death of Common Sense
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